[Esthetic rhinoplasty in the elderly].
The classical refusal to perform rhinoplasty in elderly subjects needs to be revised. In fact, this operation gives satisfactory results provided the patients are well selected on the basis of psychological and anatomical criteria. Apart from the repair of accidental or surgical skin defects, the delayed request from rhinoplasty candidates should be carefully assessed and, when in doubt, the patient may require psychiatric consultation. The major technical problem is that of the lack of elasticity of the skin requiring very moderate modifications of the osteocartilaginous skeleton in every case and occasionally skin resections to allow skin cover of the revised structures. Various techniques for the root of the nose have been proposed. The classical difficulty for elderly people to assume their new body image is more theoretical than real provided "minimal" rhinoplasties are performed. This operation warrants a place in the surgery of ageing.